
 

 
 

Peace walk route: 
 
7:00-7:45pm: St Augus0ne Church  

25 115th St  
Troy, NY 12180  
Rev. Liam O’Doherty, OSA  (8-year resident of Nagasaki) 
 

8:30pm:     St Peter and St Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church    
198 Ontario St  
Cohoes, NY 12047  
Prayers for peace in Ukraine    

 

8:45pm:   Ukrainian-American Ci0zens Club   
1 Pulaski St  
Cohoes, NY 12047  
Offering lantern ceremony at the river for all those affected by war    

 

 

Organized by Grafton Peace Pagoda, Nipponzan Myohoji 
(Japanese Buddhist order). For more information call 518-658-9301 8:00am-5:00pm 

 



 

About War 
Princeton Community Japanese Language School - 9th grade 

Shuntaro Johnston 

What do we know about war? Most people learn about it in 
social studies classes or get information from the internet, 
television, movies, and other media. 

I visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum when I was in 
4th grade. The experience there made a strong impression on 
me as an elementary school student. At the museum, I saw 
pictures of charred bodies and the destruction of everything in 
the city. But how many Americans have seen these pictures? We 
learn about the atomic bomb in social studies class at school, 
but the photos we see are pictures of the airplanes that 
dropped the nuclear bomb and the mushroom cloud. But we 
rarely see the images of the cruel human suffering. Our history 
lessons try to justify the use of the US atomic bomb. They talk 
about what led to dropping the atomic bombs on Japan, why 

the US government used the bomb to end the war quickly, and so on. When I heard that, my 
mind was full of images of charred people and the many bodies floating in the river. And we 
didn't learn about the aftermath of the people on whom the bomb was dropped. I think 
everyone should know that for a long time, many people have been suffering from the 
aftereffects of radiation, even though they didn't die from the bomb.  

It took me a long time to write this composition. When writing about the atomic bomb or the 
war, I feel blocked. This may reflect why people don't want to discuss the atomic bomb and 
war. It may be unavoidable that we want to look away from pain and cruelty, but I think it is still 
important to look squarely at reality without flinching. I think we need to see footage of the pain 
and tears experienced by the victims and soldiers who fought in the war. 

It has been almost 77 years since the atomic bomb was dropped on Japan, but even now, 
wars and conflicts continue in the world. Why do we need more powerful weapons when we 
already have enough nuclear weapons to blow the earth away? If I were to show a video of 
the suffering after a nuclear bomb to the commander who is about to give the order to drop a 
bomb, do you think he would change his mind? 

If people worldwide were to shout: “This just does not make sense!” would it make him stop? 
Even after repeatedly contemplating many things about war, I cannot find the answer. Still, I 
prefer not to create a history that people don't want to discuss but to create a story that 
people do want to talk about in the future.  

(Born in the United States) 

https://nyseikatsu.com/editions/871/871.pdf 


