
 

Our History 

On June 5, 1842 the Catholic Church of the Village of 

Lansingburgh was incorporated. The church was named St. 

John the Baptist and stood where the hall stands today. 

Sixteen years later, in 1858, Bishop McCloskey invited the 

Augustinians to come to the Albany Diocese, an invitation 

which they accepted, and thus began the precious relationship 

our parish has enjoyed with the Augustinian Friars of the 

Province of St. Thomas of Villanova for the past one hundred 

sixty- one years. 

In June of 1864 the cornerstone of St. Augustine’s Church was 

laid. Six months later the first Mass was celebrated  on 

Christmas Eve. Our pastor at the time was Fr. Thomas Galberry. 

Five years later, in 1869, St. Augustine’s Academy first opened its doors in the building where the 

library stands today. In 1899, during the pastorate of Fr. John Emmett, the cornerstone for St. 

Augustine’s School was laid. The school thrived under the dynamic influence of the Sisters of St. 

Joseph of Carondelet. 

Following Fr. Emmett’s death in 1910, Fr. James McCarthy was named pastor. During his tenure, the 

side altars were dedicated to the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph. In 1934, Fr. George Walker became 

pastor. It was while he was here that the south wing of the church was added, the altar of St. Nicholas 

of Tolentine was built, and our present day chapel was converted into a sacristy and vesting room.  

The notion of a parish hall was conceived in the mid 1940’s under the leadership of Fr. John Daley. 

This idea came to fruition during the pastorate of Fr. Daniel Driscoll in the mid 1950’s. 

In the years that followed, we were blessed to have the leadership of Augustinian Friars who provided 

our community with pastoral support as well as the administrative acumen to maintain our parish, 

both financially and structurally. Fr. Eugene Mauch, Fr. John Keegan, Fr. Charles Hart, Fr. John 

Casey, Fr. Alfred Ellis, Fr. Terrance Hyland, Fr. Thomas Meehan and Fr. James Spenard, all of the 

Order of St. Augustine, served our community with steadfast commitment and dedication. 
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Our Church Today 

Today, we are still fortunate to have the Augustinians as part of our parish community. Four 

years ago, Fr. David Kelley, who has been pastor of St. Mary’s in Waterford for a number of 

years, assumed responsibility as pastor of St. Augustine’s as well. The presence of all the 

Augustinians Friars now and in the past is testament to their unwavering commitment to St. 

Augustine’s parish. 

Our history and the leadership we have received from our dedicated clergy, religious and lay 

leaders have taught us that the future of our parish will only be as good as our present efforts to 

lead and prepare for it. We are blessed to be part of this faith community, one that enjoys such a 

rich history. Now is the time to ensure that legacy is preserved for our children and for 

generations of children to follow. 

Re-Igniting Our Faith is the name of a new campaign upon which the Diocese of Albany has 

embarked to fund our Gospel mission and to ensure parishes like ours can fully support the 

demands of the future. It is with a strong sense of conviction and optimism that we say we are 

strong, we are solid and we will be here in Lansingburgh for many years to come. 

It has been some twenty years since the renovation of our beautiful church, and this campaign 

provides us the perfect opportunity, at the perfect time, to address many of the needs of our 

parish, both structural and ministerial.  

 

                                                                                                                             

     

  



Our Needs 

 

Re-Igniting Our Faith is a $45 million diocesan-wide campaign that will ensure the strategic vitality of our 

parish and key universal ministries and programs. It is our opportunity to address the ongoing temporal and 

pastoral needs of St. Augustine’s Church while empowering us to become a more dynamic community of faith. 

Seventy percent of the funds raised will be distributed back to our parish to strengthen our Christian faith, 

share the joy of the Gospel, and hand on to future generations the beauty of our church. The remaining thirty 

percent will support a Foundation for the Pastoral needs of all our diocese’s parishes. 

This campaign ensures a brighter future by identifying the needs of the parish, and working together as a 

community to meet those needs. To accomplish this we will: 

 Strive to improve our spiritual service to the sick and elderly, the poor, our 

youth and young adults, and families who have become estranged from the 

church. 

 Ensure that we work together with our sister parish, St. Mary’s in Waterford, 

with programs, staffing and resources to meet the spiritual and pastoral 

needs of our people. 

 Update and replace church lights 

 Remove the trees in front of church and friary and repair/replace the many 

sections of sidewalk damaged by rooting. 

 Replace the Chapel door key entry system. 

 Update/install a security system in Church and Chapel. 

 Provide ongoing maintenance to air conditioning in Church, Chapel, and 

Friary. 

 Update and replace beam detectors in Church fire alarm system. 

 Replace carpeting in Saint Rita’s Room, Sacristy, and Chapel. 

 Strip and seal marble floor on main altar. 

 Paint choir loft stairways and install hand railings. 

 Continue to maintain the masonry work in Church and Friary; including 

resealing of exterior brick work and re-pointing of the chimney in the Church.  

 Provide necessary roof repair work on Church and Friary. 

 Provide ongoing maintenance of Church, Friary, and Chapel boilers. 

 

 

 

 

      

 



  

 

 

 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 1. How can I be sure that funds from this campaign won’t be used for purposes associated with the Church sex 

abuse scandal or that the funds won’t be exposed to lawsuits resulting from claims against the Church for sex 

abuse? 

Ans: Donations to the Re-Igniting our Faith Campaign will never be used for any purpose other than that which is 

stated in the St. Augustine’s  Case for support. Monies donated to this campaign will be held by a 501c(3) 

foundation called “The Re-Igniting Our Faith Foundation”. As such, these funds will not be exposed to any 

lawsuits resulting from claims against the Church. 

  

2. How are the Re-Igniting Our Faith Campaign Funds being managed and what is the distribution process for 

the funds? 

Ans: The Re-Igniting Our Faith Foundation will manage all campaign funds. Campaign funds will be disbursed to 

each parish every six months (Spring and Fall) based on the funds collected during the preceding 6 months.  

  

3. Is there an independent auditing firm responsible for the oversight of the campaign funds? 

Ans: Yes, a yearly audit will be conducted by our independent accounting firm, The Bonadio Group. 

  

4. Will the Foundation publish an independent annual fund report and will there be a full reporting of 

campaign receipts and expenditures? 

Ans: Yes to both of these questions. 

  

Please direct any questions to: 

Mr. Thomas M. Prindle 

Interim Executive Director/ Re-Igniting Our Faith Foundation 

40 North Main Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 

p: 518.453.6680     f: 518.453.8440     e: Thomas.prindle@rcda.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How You Can Participate 

 

 

Total Pledge Initial Payment 

(10%) 

Daily Sacrifice 

(over 3 years) 

Monthly Payment 

(over 3 years) 

Annual Payment 

(over 3 years) 

$1,ooo $100 $.83 $25 $300 

$1,500 $150 $1.25 $37.50 $450 

$2000 $200 $1.67 $50 $600 

$3,000 $300 $2.50 $75 $900 

$4000 $400 $3.33 $100 $1200 

$5,000 $500 $4.17 $125 $1500 

$7500 $750 $6.25 $187.5 $2250 

$10,000 $1000 $8.33 $250 $3000 

$15,000 $1500 $12.50 $375 $4,500 

Parishioners are asked to make a pledge commitment to the campaign. By pledging over a longer period 

of time, parishioners will be able to make a larger, more sacrificial gift over a three year period.  Your 

payment schedule will be arranged according to your preference; Monthly, Quarterly (March, June, 

September, December) Semi-Annually (June, December) or Annually (December).  

 

In addition to our own parish needs, 30% of the funds raised will be allocated to grow ministries and programs that 

support our parish communities. These funds will be allocated to: 

  

 Provide critical funding to assist retired priests. Priests continue to serve our parishes well beyond 

retirement. Those who are retired require adequate income and housing. The current funds available do not 

meet the needs of the increasing number of retired clergy.  

 

 Enhance support for vocations. Priestly vocations have increased dramatically and, as the number of 

aspirants ad seminarians rise, more funds are required for their formation and education. Funding from the 

Bishop’s Appeal no longer meets growing needs for preparing our future priests. 

 

  Invest in our future.  Re-invigorate our faith by updating resources to include video, web and distance 

learning; provide access to dynamic retreats, pilgrimages and renowned speakers; support youth and young 

adult ministries by providing access to innovative programs and events; and provide evangelization support 

for leaders via innovative marketing and universal access to video and communications resources.  

 

 Develop Catholic Schooling resources. Provide access to innovative, flexible and traditional models of 

Catholic education, as well as support for Beacon of Hope Scholarships, which assist families of poor and 

modest means to afford a Catholic Education.  

 

This endeavor is historic and will allow us to care for parishes at the local level and ensure the strategic vitality of 

our ministries and programs. Now is our time to join together to Re-Ignite our faith.  



 

 

 

You have made us for yourself,  

O Lord, and our hearts are restless 

until they rest in you.                                       
                                                                 Saint Augustine 
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